January 2026

New Year, New Beginnings

Season’s Greetings and Happy Holidays from your RKC Board! There is so much to be
thankful for, and your Board is thankful to each and every one of our Preserve Managers,

volunteers, and supporters! Without your support, we cannot fundraise, manage, and Check out fhe
maintain our properties. RKC websil'e fOI'
I’m thankful for Wendy Orlandi for serving as our lead on Landowner Relations and meehng
Acquisitions. Even though this was a quiet period for RKC, being ready to jump in when informqﬁon, cave
called on is a commitment that may go unnoticed. I’'m excited to announce that a lon

" Y 86 Unno! . & resources,
trusted and familiar name to many will be filling the role going forward. Janeen Sharpshair
brings passion and dedication to building strong relations with landowners. It’s through her preserve phO'l'OS.
work that we enjoy access to many caves in Wayne County and beyond. She’s been the descripﬁons and

driving force for an informal program of delivering gift baskets to landowners for years. We o
upcoming events!

are excited to see the program flourish in the future. Please welcome and reach out to
Janeen with any acquisition or landowner concerns and step up to give her hand.

RKC is transforming into a future looking organization intent on building and formalizing

casual agreements to ensure the future success of the Conservancy and supporting

peoples. Our volunteer organization relies on and only succeeds with support from the S CA N M E
caving community. An inclusive community dedicated to protecting our common interest,

caves! We are bigger than one disparate group or another and will only survive by pooling

our resources and working together. 2026 will be a defining year for RKC as we continue to

mature while appreciating and respecting our roots, our past, and our mentors.

Many times, | listen to music while | write articles. There is something about music that gets
the creative juices flowing and helps me focus my thoughts. There’s something magical
about how the individual notes and rhythms come together to form a symphony.
Sometimes there’s dissonance, conflict, competing beats, but it ultimately resolves with
harmony, key changes, and beauty before fading into the next track. Let’s strive to create
the music we want to hear; something is pleasant for all ears; something that people years
from now will appreciate and study.

Go make music everyday! Rockcastle
Patrick Gibson, Chair Karst
Conservancy

Protecting Kentucky’s Interior



Then Let’s Talk!

Did you know, as a cave owner, Ky Law
says you aren’t responsible if someone
is injured while visiting your cave?

Congratulations! You own a hole in the ground. But caves
are more than just holes, they are an important natural re-
source, full of wonder, beauty, mystery, and unique plants
and animals. They are connected to the groundwater that
serves as a water source for the region.

Because you own a cave, you may find from time to time
that people seek entrance to your land. Many landowners
and cave owners become concerned that they may be
subject to liability when people come onto their land or go
into their cave. There are simple steps you can take to pro-
tect yourself by understanding the laws that protect you,
your family and your land. (KRS 411.190 and KRS 433.883)

This is a significant and important law. Basically, it means
that if you don’t charge people to enter your cave, you
can't be liable if they get hurt.

This law helps cave owners a great deal and should allow
you to relax about the possibility of being sued. However,
a primary part of the law is that you don't require payment

from anyone using the cave. If you charge or ask for money

or other payments, the statute will not protect you. When
someone charges money for people to use their cave or
land, they become a business and different laws apply.

Protect your property with RKC! RKC is here to help you
preserve and care for the cave entrance on your land.
There are several ways to partner with RKC:

Property remains under your ownership, but access to
the property and cave is managed by RKC.

You retain property rights and ownership.

RKC manages access and helps protect your property
based on a management plan you mutually agree upon.

Historically, RKC has purchased significant cave
entrances in South Central Kentucky. This is preferably
a small area that includes the cave entrance but may
include the entire property.

Want to protect the cave for future generations? You can
donate it to RKC.

Tax Benefits - because RKC is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit, your
donation may be a tax-deductible donation spread out
over as many as 5 years (based on a qualified appraisal).

RKC manages donated land under an official
management plan.

Maintain ownership of your land but protect the cave for
future generations.

You retain ownership of your land and can continue to
use it within the easement’s terms. Including monitoring
access to the cave entrance.

Limits certain development on the property.

Future landowners are bound by the conservation
easement and must follow the restrictions you have put
in place to protect your property.

Possible Tax Benefits based on how much of the value in
your land is given up by the easement.
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Hello everyone!

Well, the preserve has completed its winter weather preparations. The shower house has been
shut down and the kitchen is in cold weather mode.

Now the GSP committee starts planning for the Spring, which will come sooner than we think.
There is work around the preserve that will take place during the shutdown time, though these
projects will be minimal. With the help of RKC, we continue to look for funds to repair the entrance
road that is deteriorating more and more with the increase of visitors we see. We are also looking
into alternative options for the road to the point, the dam is falling apart and it’s only a matter of
time before it fails all together.

We continue to pay back the individuals that loaned us money to purchase the caretaker
residence.

Our Year-In-Review for 2025 will come in the Spring Newsletter.
We look forward to seeing everyone in the Spring.
Cave Softly,

Debi Pavey

Chair, Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve Management Committee

Sloan’s Giving Photos courtesy of Debi Pavey



Where you can help the RKC and GSP

RKC, like most non-profits, only runs successfully on the volunteer hours of its members and friends. The old saying is that in
most similar organizations, “80% of the work is done by 20% of the members”. That sounds trite, but, unfortunately, it’s not far
from the truth. The sad part is that it really doesn’t have to be that way. If each of us does a little, the sum of our efforts adds up
to a vibrant and dynamic organization ... and a happier membership. No one feels put-upon, all the work gets done faster ,,,
and probably better ... and we all get the satisfaction of helping our organization thrive. So, each of us should be looking for
ways to help RKC get the work done.

Currently, the Board has asked us to provide additional people to help in two specific areas:

1. Helpers with the Local School Trips at GSP. This one is a bit tough, because the school outings at GSP happen during
school hours ... that means on weekdays. Neena Jud now heads up the scheduling of these trips. If you can help, either
with the slide presentations at the shelter or as a guide or tailgunner for the GSP tours, please let Neena know. She usually
keeps the trip schedules on the calendar on the GSP website. The password to access the Calendar is “niter1798” (all
lowercase letters). | can attest that these outings are fun and fulfilling.

2. More members for the Grants Committee. We need volunteers to help research and write applications for grants to obtain
funds for the many projects that are not getting done, due to a lack of sufficient money to pay for them. These efforts
consist of mostly internet searching, making telephone calls, and writing grant applications. Our Green Latrine at GSP is a
prime example of a project that wouldn't have happened without the grant that funded it. The money is out there; we just
have to go get it.

These jobs might not sound exotic, but they are extremely necessary, if we are to
continue to fulfill our mission.

RKC’s membership year runs from April 1st to March 31st. To continue making a
difference in maintaining open access to Kentucky caves and to preserve the significant
cave and karst resources in Kentucky, we need your help.

With five Preserves to maintain, we need your support, more than ever. Please use
the form on the other side of this page to renew your membership —or— go to
https://rkci.org and use the button on the page to renew online. It’s too easy to let it
slide, so do it now.

Because our needs are so much greater, please consider moving up to a Sustaining
Membership. For $5, $10, or more per month, you can forget about annual renewals.
| can assure you, that small amount on your credit card won’t be noticed and you’ll
know you’re helping RKC move further and faster to becoming the premier conservancy.

Follow the QR Code to the right for more information or to

register online! Mail-in forms on next page.




The Cave Preserves of RKC

Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve .
P Misty Cave Preserve Cornhole Cave Preserve

Sloan’s Valley Preserve

Membership Categories and Dues
(Circle Membership Type)

Memberships for Individuals — Voting

The Rockcastle Karst Conservancy -
Individual Member $15 / year (Apr. 1—Mar. 31)

Membership Application Form Lifetime Member $300 / one time
— OR —
Apply online at: www.rkci.org Sustaining Member * $5 - $50 / month*

(Credit Card Charge via PayPal)
* Sustaining Memberships can only be done online

Date: (Go to www.rkci.org)

Institutional Memberships — Non-Voting
Name: Institutional memberships for groups that would like to
support RKC
are also available:
Supporting - Non-profit, grottos, and youth
Street: organizations—$25/year
Supporting - All other organizations — $50/year

City, Sate, & Zip +4: Make all checks payable to: Rockcastle Karst
Conservancy

. Mail Completed Form to:
Email_Address: Rockcastle Karst Conservancy
RKC Treasurer - Janice Gott
6161 Grand Vista Ave.

Telephone: Cincinnati, OH
45213-1719

RKC is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt. non-profit oraanization. Please Join or Renew Now !1!




